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The proposed development which involves the construction of key worker housing at Balranald District Hospital fell 
within the “development without consent” provisions of the Transport and Infrastructure SEPP 2021 (T&I SEPP) and 
was approved under Part 5 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act, 1979 (as amended).  
 
The amended proposal responds to feedback received following approval of the REF from the Local Health District in 
regard to the revised needs for key worker accommodation at the hospital. The amendments are necessary to ensure 
the delivery of accommodation to suit the needs without providing additional services that are unlikely to be required. 
 
The revised fencing is proposed to deter animals, particularly kangaroos, entering the key worker accommodation 
area. 
 
Key reasons 
 
The original REF Approval 15/2023 was issued on 18 July 2023 and comprised of the following works; 
 

• Construction of four (4) key worker accommodation cabins, each cabin containing two (2) self-contained one-
bedroom units with an entry deck and paved and grassed private open space.  

• Cabins 1, 2 and 3 would be delivered as Stage 1 works and Cabin 4 would be delivered later as Stage 2 of the 
project. 

• New vehicular entry off Market Street which provides access to each accommodation providing a double 
colorbond carport shared between two self-contained units.  

• Creation of a communal area at the corner of Market & McCabe Street which includes a covered seating area.  
• Landscaping works, including tree planting and fencing 

 
It is considered that the retention and construction of Cabins No.1 and 3 is a more functional outcome as it allows for  
a better site planning and urban design solution for the site. The removal of Cabins 2 and 4 would free up the area 
closer to McCabe Street (Sturt Highway) and retain this green space for landscaping. 
 
Figure 1 below shows the approved site plan and Figure 2 is the amended proposal which removes the two cabins 
along the western side. The updated Architectural plans are included at Tab B. 
 
 

 
Figure 1: Approved site plan 
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Figure 1: Proposed amended site plan without Cabin 2 and Stage 2 (Cabin 4) works 
 
Figure 3 below shows the amended proposal and its 3D form and proposed massing across the site. 
 

 
Figure 3: Amended massing plan showing the changes across the site 
 
The subject works are proposed within the Balranald District Hospital, which is located at Market Street, Balranald. 
The proposed works will be positioned within the north-western portion of the site, on the corner of Market Street and 
McCabe Street. The property is legally described as Lot 2 DP 792299. The proposed new key worker accommodation 
cabins will be positioned adjacent to the north of the existing ambulance station which is located on Court Street. 
 
The Addendum REF report considers the proposal in more detail and confirms: 
 there are no adverse environmental impacts created by the proposed modification and the outcome is an overall 

lesser environment impact; 

 the works are substantially the same; and 
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 the works satisfy the overall purpose and intention of the project to provide key worker housing in association with 
the District Hospital at Balranald. 

 
The addendum also seeks to increase the style and height of fencing around the development to increase security and 
safety including to deter native animals from accessing the site. The height is proposed to be increased from 1.2m to 
1.8m which is a standard height. Fencing along the front (Market Street) will be an open style aluminium fence which 
will provide some transparency.  Fencing along the side (McCabe Street) and rear boundaries for the activity will be a 
colourbond fence, providing some acoustic treatment from noise associated with trucks and vehicles on McCabe St 
(Sturt Highway). Details are provided in Figure 4 below. 
 

 
Figure 4: Details of the proposed changes to the fencing. 
 
Other very minor, material changes include altering the finishes of the rear patio area from paved to a concrete finish. 
This is a minor change which will not adversely affect functionality or useability and retain the overall amenity of the 
use. An updated landscape plan has been developed and is included at Tab C. 
 
The proposed changes will not generate any adverse amenity or environmental impacts and are substantially the 
same as the originally proposed scheme however, reduced in size and scope. 

Financial Implications 
Nil 

Risk & Environmental Impacts 
Risks have been mitigated through measures included in the original REF and no additional measures are considered 
necessary given the scale of the changes proposed.  

The addendum REF is minor in scope and there is an overall reduction in the scale of the works as a consequence of 
the amendment. 






